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RIPARIAN MGT ZONES

Riparian 
Management 

Zone (feet)
No Harvest 
Zone 2 (feet)

Riparian 
Management 

Zone (feet)
No Harvest 
Zone 2 (feet)

Intermittent Streams None None 75 None
1st and 2nd Order 
Streams 50 1 None 100 25
3rd Order Streams 5 50 1 None 300 4 50 3
4th Order and larger 
Streams 150 1 None 300 4 25
Pond <10 acres 50 1 None 100 None
Lake or Great Pond 
(>10 acres) 150 1 None 300 25

Legally Required 1 Recommended

1 Width required under RSA 227-J:9 (basal area law).  
2  Portion directly adjacent to the water body in which no cutting
is recommended. 
3  A 50-foot, no-harvest zone is recommended for 3rd order streams.
4  RMZ width on 3rd and 4th order and larger streams and rivers may
expand to encompass known wildlife travel corridors, drinking water
supply considerations, and the full extent of the 100-year floodplain.
Wetlands have variable width RMZ depending on site and slope.

Legend
Boundaries

150' Wetland RMZ, variable width

100' Riparian RMZ (includes 50' legal BA law)
Ist and 2nd Order Streams

Stream - 1st Order
Stream - 2nd Order

25' No Harvest RMZ
1st, 2nd, 4th Order Streams
and Ponds >10 acres)

300' Riparian RMZ (includes 50' and 150' legal BA law)
3rd and 4th Order Streams and Ponds >10 acres

Woods Roads and Trails

Management Stands


