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Prevention

By AN GEL ‘ROY
Staff Writer® ™

- SULLIVAN ‘COUNTY ‘— Communitié
United: for Substance:AbusePrevention has both

‘anew commumcatlons coordlnator and Web s1te

but its mission: remainsithe same.:

“Keith Marsh; of Springfield, N: H began as™
commumcatlons ‘coordinator in m1d December -

:and-launched the “Prevention Works” Web site
shortly thereafter to better provide ’Sullivan
County parents, youth and community'members

with rresources .and. tools to. prevent substance‘ :

abuse...
“T'looked at What our really message A8, What

we are trying to-do,” Marsh said. “What we:.are

to:: commumcate 1s that prevent'on

-ather of Six: and havmg served asifoster

talking to teens parents wonder if they are real-
Ty gettmg through to them. - K RN

‘dramatic-as far as parents being engaged:
their children: whentalking about drug and?alco—_
- ‘hol.dbuse:and keeping-the lines of.communica:

stion-‘open,”:Marsh said. “Mostparents resign to
‘the fact-that children.get.involved with .alcohol
“sand-drugs; When only 51 -percent- are actually
:1nvolved P

parent or 12 years, Marsh said sométinieswhile:

“The statistics.in Sullivan County:aré" retty
S

“The:name of one tool Marsh has hsted on’ the

'nevv Web:site speaks for:itself — “Mythbusters.”

The Mythbusters, named after .the ‘hit TV

:show: on the Discovery channel, will dispel

myths.: such as “Kids drinking is the norm,
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right?” and “We’re OK — We take their keys and
host the party.”

.. ‘As.a dad, if it.can be shown that What I some-
“times beheve is a'myth, it will move me. ... Part |
" ofthe:goal is to show that some myths. that ‘pars
-ents or community leaders believe really domot
_pan-out in statistics,” Marsh said. . :
Also on the new site is a series.of nine- blogs i
“from:CUFSAP members and other coalitions,
"including Turning Points Network and local . .-
_.‘law-enforcement agencies. .- . .
2 The blogs Marsh said, allow the orgamza--
" tiohs to ¢ ‘give a voice” to: the message CUFSAP s,

trying to convey.

“We do not want to be the bottleneck, Marsh_'\; .
said. {1 wanted to create something so that a lot

of people‘could get their message out.”.

Liz. Hennig, coordinator .of CUESAP,. calledf

the site “a way-to:¢onnect and inform,:and a

place for different-parts of the community tofind

information.they need or want to talk about.” ..

-reéé}i‘xoﬁ"c:fo »thé:coiﬁinuniﬁy:éﬁd' that was.one of
; ‘the 'missing pieces identified -— .getting out

information that matters to, parents, youth and
community, and te create:things that form the

“fabric of .the success of ‘our enwronment ?

Hennig said. .
Marsh said that in hlS new posmon he likes
the “challenge of changmg the mindset i in and

.around an important issue.”

" ‘T have a:chance to;make a: d1fference,” Marsh
said. “I am kind of excited: about that?: o
He said the best.resource- on the. sﬂ;e is lits

“tool kit,” featuring Web sites ta1lored for youth

parents: ‘and community.members.
+“The community tool kit:will help people that

"ask what-can be done as:a- ‘community :to:say,
: ‘This is:a:problem. We ought to face it and we
+can.faceit,” Marsh said. -

The Web site is: wwwprevenﬁonworksnh org

Angel Roy can be'reached at (603) 504-

#One - of the main things. we want. to do is . .3103 or by e-mail at. aroy@eagletzmes com.
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