Sullivan
County
Commission
Chairman’ Jeff
Barrette listens -
as-jail-
Superintendent
.- - Ross
Cunningham |
explains the
features of the
new
Community
Corrections
Center;'Which
is scheduled
for 'compietlon
~in July.
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‘The- Commumty Gorrections Center construction

~4 . oo o, . project —-encapsulates
Eé Unlty County’s new approach to correc-
tions, incorporating an inmate flow
that.supports:good behavior:and addiction recover:

Sullivan

" Sullivan; Cburity’fcommission'e_rs got a look inside

bthe building ‘Thursday, which is. progressing within

budget and ‘on. track for completion in July. The two-
story bulldmg attached to.the existing: Jaﬂ by a con-
necting hallway ‘features “flex” areas designed to
manage 1nmate cla551ﬁcat10n and transmon offend-
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ers from the jail to an in-house, 90-day sub-
stance abuse treatment program.

A split main: entlyway leads visitors either
upstairs to an- ‘administrative séction - with
offices, a conference room;: ‘training room and
armory, or: downstairs to theinmate area, which
will contain a total.of 72 dormitory-style ‘beds.
The inmate area will also contain 50 security

.cameras, 37 secure doors, interior windows ‘that

allow .staff:to ‘observe_ inmates from main hall-
ways ‘and exterior windows that don’t allow
inmates to see outside.

“These windows can’t’be opened and they will
all'be frosted because I want them paying atten-
tion to” themselves;” said Ross Cunnlngham
supermtendent, of . the “'Sullivan County
Department of Corrections. “The concept T'v

- worked:on with the staff'is, you need to: manage

by: Walklng around 2 i
“Clinicians who monltor mmates in, the treat-

_‘ment area will. have office space in the unit in

which they work, Cunningham: 'gaid; “The-excit-

_ing:part: for:me,; correctlonally speaklng, ig the

staff member who's - gomg to - deal with the

inmates;: then .office “is. right -here,”: ‘he:said,

rnotlonmg to.a Wood framed space off the main
inmate area on the men’s wing. “There Wﬂl be
eyes and ears right here, plus the cameras.”

When the building and tlnee phases of staf

- . -training -are- complete the - Sulli Eh
Housé.of Corrections will begin-

tes Wlth good behavior can move down the
‘the work rélease area, which:is-divided
s _from other inmate areas by a
secure.door.

a new:system ofirehabilitation
| for.inmates. Offenders entering.
- the jail will be booked — poteén-
‘. tiallyusing a new “open book-
ing”:system that would involve
. inmates ‘waiting to'be released‘;

and for booking Watchmcr telev1-

sion in-a common: area- W1th a-

divider — and then enter the

emstmg Jall for assessment

Ce T co,nceptlve
worke on wnth the

manage by walkmg
around” ’

Ross Cunnmgham

) ~ The meéw bulldmg' W111 also
B have recreation areas for men
:and women;. as well as an
1ndoor ‘basketball-halfcourt.”
o+ :Cunningham-said he’ s‘hope—
ful that the county will receive
" ‘discounted video conferencing
-equipment from the state,
allowmg the fac1111ty t' insti-
. o :

~ wanthelp- and'have been offel ed.

they show good’ behavmr Cunmngham sa1d
‘From the fle area;, mmates Wlth subst

~ abuse ploblems ¢an then progress to'the’ _mens‘ o

and women’s treatment areas, where the

treatment as a sentencmg optlon Would then’ .

ity of them will spend 90 days Upon successful
completion ‘of the substance abuse program,

. WhJch will* “take place\‘m the
new d1n1ng area'that will service minimum- and
edmm—securlty 1nmates Cunningham said he

‘would find out whether the: facility will receive
j.the equlpment within the next few months.

Alsoin'the next few: months, he said, he'll find
‘*Whethel the, Umvelslty of New Hampslure
varded a g‘rant that Would enable ‘the uni-

Pﬁgc L 0f3




versity to partner with the .Sullivan County
Department of Corrections ‘for -data analysis.
‘With-graduate students crunching the numbers,
Cuniiinghamsaid, the public would get informa-
tion from a third party about thecenter’s future
impact on irecidivism rates. National .statistics
show 'the approach Sullivan County plans to
employ can 1educe recidivism by up to 30 per-
cent within'a'few: years, he said. ;

Above all, Cunmngham said; bhe Communlty
Corrections Center will enable county correc-
tions staff to work with inmates who are.first-
time offenders or-who truly want to become. pro-
ductive: members of soc1ety, rather than treating
them the same “as’y offenders Who repédtedly -
enter the system aridhave no desire'to change.

“We riow have'the tools to handlethat-popula-
tion, and that’s 1mportant ” he said, “and quite
frankly, fallures not :an option for me, and I
think that’s. how we. should engage Wlth every-
one who comes into the system.”

Kristen Senz can be reached at (i 6‘03) 543-
8100, ext. 108, or by e-mail at Izsenz@eagle-
times.com .
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