<AL axed: $160kfor -
coohng system at county’
~ nursmg home in Unity cut.
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NEWPORT — After a senes of
~ Ineetings ov the past’
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y rep

times for a total of six meetings.

’ ~ The " delegation finally voted,
‘ "‘9 -2, Wednesday night to pass

the budget for fiscal year 2009,
which started July 1.

State Rep. Beverly Rodeschm,
R- Newport and State' Rep.
Jay: Phinizy, D
ageunst the final budget because
an-air: condltlomng system . at
" the, co nty nursing. home in

D-Acworth, voted’

up osed to be workmg.
‘together :there for all the citi-"

zens of Sulhvan county, but it
has been strictly partisan, and
I can't be quiet after a while.”

Rodeschin accused delegation
chairman. Peter Franklin, D-

‘Newport, of refusing to accept

a motion to reconsider the air
conditioning issue and of trying
to micromanage the county.
Franklin sees'things different-
ly. He said meeting rules pro-

" hibiteda reconsideration of the
. funding for the air conditioning
"*,»‘system because delegates ‘had

oted on it: tw1ce And

s OK 25% budget hike

sure that we don't run a deficit,
and you can’t just say, ‘Here’s a
pot of money, we'll see you in
a year, and have a good time.””
Sullivan County Manager Greg
Chanis' said the: difference be-
tween the :county. commission-
ers’ proposed budget and the
final budget was largely. due. to
information that.came to.light
after the commissioners created
theirbudget. -

For -example, the esumated
cost- for human services. had
been overstated by $200,000 be-
cause it was based on outdated
state contributions, he said, and
findlized union negotiations re-
sulted than'less than anticipat-
ed expenses. .

The ‘Sullivan County delega-
tion is expected ‘to- vote next
Thursday, ‘Atig. 14, on ' whether
to support spendmg $7.1 'mil-
lion to renovate the county jail
and build a commumty correc-
tions center with an in-house
substance abuse treatment pro-
gram. ‘




