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Dissension cony ntion 1n county

;"-_Budget resohmon *passes Rep

-‘ _'1‘;g'r1;9rf:‘s _mﬁ'tlonS'

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer

7 Sullivan County will beg‘iﬁ 'fhe
new fiscal year foday without.a

| “budget; but a resolution passed

during the county convention
Friday will ‘allow thie county to pay

its hills: at least-through the end of 1"

the menth, -

B Newport “The executlve
. finatice commit-

tee de not have a budget to pres-
ent at the convention begdause not

all of the members were attending_-

the committee meetings.
“The finance committee hashad

2 hard time meeting and making a -

“‘quorum;” finance committee chalr—
woman - . Brenda
Charlestown, said. “The ﬁnance

.committee hasnot completed their
worl and they have asked fm a 11{#‘

tle more time?

Ferland made a motion to enact
a temporary resolution to give the
county the ability to goudietbusi-

‘need - "to
-responsible -
for the taxpayer.”

D elégation -
‘man and- finanee

-Newport sa1d he -
Ferland, #I- "'k

. Fra_ !

coni:mumg resoiﬁ
ticn woulc’:l be 2,800

heat up when Pranklm began to
';pl ess Dodi Violette, an account
‘clerk:who does the booklreeping for
the coity, about the status of the
:;current budget.

ave three batches of bills: I

" 'have not sent out,” Violette said.”

She also told Franklin that only
+  $38,000 remained of

idea. I. thinkwe
do - the
thmg“'

Bullivan County
- ghalr=:

comm1ttee member .
Rep. . Peter
Franklin, ... -0 D-

was surprlsed 1o~
“about  the ..

;-equwalent to ony
‘month’s operation
We hope to: have a
budget WIthln a cou-
ple of Weeks

Brenda Ferland
1Charles:tov\f:!'l_‘ L

the $2.5 million
that was borrowed
pay county. bills.
‘Fraanklin
emanded. to lnow
-exactly where all of
“the money-had been
spent, and . County
Manager Ed (il.de
" Rubio said he' did
" not have all of that
1nf01 matmn on

request

Frankhn sdid “he found the

mpotion objectionable and “rather
long and comphcated " He asked
that the motion be tabled while it

was reviewed: by Bullivan County

Attorney Marc Hathaway. -

Newport mtervened in’ an attempt:
to get Franklin back on ’track and
discuss the new budget:. '

“We re supposed to be actmg Bn'5

See BUDGET PageA?
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a budget for next vyear”
Rodeschin said to Franklin,
“You're asking about this year
You should be asking the com-
missioners.”

Rodeschin eoncluded with a
remark that elicited laughte:r
from those in attendance.

“l made my comments, but
you don% need to answer Tt
would take too long,” Rodeschin
said.

Hathaway returned after
reviewing: the resolution and
spoke-in favor of passage.

“The need for a continuing
resolutien or action by the con-
vention is crifical if the county
is going to-do business after
July 1, Hathaway said.

During. this time Sullivan
County Commissioner Ren
Nelson 'had his hand raised
waiting to be recognized by
Franklin.

Rep. James Phinizy, D-
Acworth, suggested a recess so
the finance committee could
meet and told Franklin ‘that
Nelson had his hand raised.

“T saw him. This is a county -

copvention,” was Franklin's
response and he recessed the
convention W1Lhout recoghizing
Nelson.

The finance committee
returned and. the resolution to
keep the coum:y in busihess was
passed giving the authority to
borrow up to $2 millien.

“We feel $2 million is equiva-
lent to one month’s operations,”
Ferland said. “We hope to have
a budget within a couple of
weeks.”. e

Rodeschin attempted to
make a motion to accept the

commiissioner’s. budget of $27.6

million, but was rejected twice
by Franklm Rodeschin . chal-
lenged ]."ranldm, but none of
the other delegates spoke up.
Ferland then made a motion
to recess the conven‘l:wn until

refused to recognize the motmn
and nq vote was taken.

On her  third attempt,
Franklin ageepted Rodeschin’s
motion to accept the budget.

“Why don’t we just get it over
with and accept the county
commissioner’s hudget so . we

Rodeschin asked.” o
‘Perland ‘responded by, ying

that the finanice.commities need-

ed another chanee to do its job. .

“I think it’s only fair,” Ferland
said.

Commisgsioner Jeff Barrette
said he was very comfortable
with the presented budget and
urged the delegatmn to support
the ‘commissioners and pass it
as presented,

After an heur recess for
lunch, Nelson again sat with
his hand in the air while the
delegation’ discussed changing
severdl items in the budget
including employee raises and a
reduction in the projected cen-
sus at the nursing home,

Rodeschin moved the gues-
tion on accepting the budget,
but Frarklin refused to allow it.

“T" will not accept that
motion,” Franklin gaid.
Phinizy dgreed with
Rodeschin. -

“We need to either vote this
up or vote this down,” Phinizy
said. “At somé time we need to
get off the dime.”

‘Phinizy then moved the ques-
tion, “which was refused by
Frankhn

Barrette again spoke in favor
of the budget stating, “We have
doné what you agked us to do. If
ever there was a time to sup-

‘port the ‘commissioners, now is

the time.”

“Rep: Carla Skinder, D-

“Cornish, moved thie questmu for
‘the thnd ‘time and TFranklin

finally allowed a vote. The
budget was defeated in a vote of
four in favor and nine-opposed.
Rodeschin moved to adjourn,
but  Franklin  refused . her

motion. Rodeschm, Skinder, Gil
.de Rubio, Barrette and Ferland
then all left the meetmg

After” they left, Franklin -
made a rotion to. 1equne the
commissioners .to get written
authorization before money
could be iransferred between

.county departments or within
“mdividual departments '

Friday, July 13, but Franklin =,
-committee Wwas appointed by

- That motion failed, but ‘a

Franklin to discuss the transfer
of funds, with the, commission-

_ers, The meeting was recessed

until 9 a.m.;July- 18, when the
finance committee is expected
te have its version of the

.budget to. pre ent_ te 1.11e con-
ot have the summer fo relax'?” i .

" yeached at. (800). 545-0347

ext. 139, or. by e-mail at
aaldndge@eagleilmes con.
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