By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer

The Sullivan County -Comnﬁssioﬁers
gave the green light for the proposed

construction of a $4.2 million communi-
ty corrections center and an additional

$1.5 million for
{E ‘Newport

upgrades to the jail
that will now be
brought before the delegation.

“You certainly have my support on
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'\er Jeff Banette sa1d durmg a special

meeting' Frlday morning.
The unanimous vote allows jail super-
intendent Ross Cuinningham and acting

-county -manager Greg -Chanis to bring

the $5.77 million ‘paclkage before the exec-
utive finance- committee and the fu]l del-
egation for approval.- :
Ifapproved, Cunnmgham expects to
begin the upgrades in July and start
design work on. the .center in August.
Construction: is ‘s¢heduled to com-
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completlon date in Juhe 2010
The jail was built in 1978 and
designed to house 44 inmates, accord-

ing to Cunmningham: There are cur-

rently twice as many people housed at
the facility.”
“Ttisa very well- bullt bulldlng that
just has some issues,” Chanis said.
‘Upgrades to the jail include a new
roof ‘and insulation, a fire sprinkler
system, a new security system and an

.overhaul.of the heating .and air.condi-

‘See GO-AHEAD - Page A7

this package as a whole,” commission-
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mence in Ap1j11 2009, with'a projected

tlomng system.
CAll: of the air handling equipment is 85 to
40 years old,” Chanis said. “It’s antiquated.”

Cunmngham said'that-proper venting would "
also “he-installed” in ‘the bathrooms, which -

would alleviate possible health issues.

“Steam from the’ showers is causing mold on

) the celhng, Cunmngham sald “It’s a monthl
s;pro;ect to-clean it

The’ proposed 103000 squale foot ‘corr ectlonsj.‘:

“center would be built near the existing Jall and

- provide treatment.and transitional services: for‘

“inmates and help ease over crowdmg e
The entire -project will be put out foi bld‘
:accmdlng to ‘the commission:- Barrette .and

commissioner Ethel Jarvis .said they: would

like to use contractors from Sullivan:County.
““I'm confident it will be a competitive envi-

‘ronment for ‘projects, ‘both blg and ‘small,”

jChamS Said. AR L :
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To staff the new center, Cunningham said he
will need to hire six additional officers at an
annual cost of $420,000.

Chanis said he would prefer to finance the

.project with a loan as opposed to a traditional

bond.

“My 1ecommendat1on is financing thr ough a
bank and not getting-a bond,” Chanis said.
Chanis gave the commission the example of

.a $5 million loan at 4.5 percent interest that
‘would cost the county about $l 6 million in

interest over a 10- -year period.
He said that the new facility and upgrades’
would be sufficient: to house prisoners past the

loan period.

~ “This will give usa lot of time,” Chanls sald
“Certainly more than 10 years.”

Aaron Aldridge can be reached at (800)

545-0347 ext. 139, or by e-mail at




