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County ot
budget

vote

delayed

Finance committee
seeks more fime;

convention recessed

MATTI{EW REID °
Staﬂ" Reportcr

NEWPORT — Sullivan County is still with-
out a bndgef for Fiscal Year 2008 desplte a
lengthy convention taldng up most of last Friday
morning.

Members of the Sullivan County delegatmn
were joined by caunty commissioners to djscuss
the budget process June 29 but were unable to
come to a consensus .on how to proceed The
meeting was eventually recessed until Friday,
July 13, at 9 a.m.

See BUDGET pace A1l
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Brenda Felland I- Charlestewn, 1old those in anendance FYOB budgel rat.her Lhan wailing on the EFC.
At the convenition that, the delegation’s executive finance The commissioner’s budget, which was cluded as part
-gemmities; of whick Ferland is the chairman, has not been  of a 130-plus page report made. available 10.eve: ]
able to.meet as a group often enough 1o finalize 2 budget 1o the meeting, proposes the county spenii 3 629'6
iGr {he county. the coming year. The figure'is 8627 perce 186, 0T,
' With the upcoming fiseal yem oply days away (as of the more than §1.5 millien over- the near $2 “million: ﬁg' :
cnnventmn), the delegation sought a way 1o allow the from last year’s budget. *
county to pay its bills through the end of Tuly, A ¢ ternpo— Franklin refused 1o allow a motion’to;
rary resql ion™ was eventually passed during the meetmg severaj times, despite it being made by oth
1]1a1 wﬂ] : ew Lhe count' ‘10 borrow ' “Many who spoke, including Comrmss:oner Jeff
: _"Balrette said 4t Would be wrse for 1he cenvenhon to accepl
_the budget. ' : .
.7 Ferland d1sagreed saym W 'uId not be Ian' to adopt
“the commissioners® budgel. wnhcmt letting the EFC have
"vanother chance atfinalizing-a:bidget of ifs:own.
“When a vot¢ on ihe com .101'1'ers budget-was finally
taken it failed & i0'g. v
~Afier Franklin: refused i I]',IDUOD by Rodeschin 1o
lition objectionable, and wanted 1 I : adjourn the meecting, ‘Rodeschin, "Gil de Rubio,
Marc Hathaway, to reyiew it hefore a vote was tiked. Barrette and Ferlangd left the meeting.
Hathaway d]d _;ust ihal urgmgzthe convention to pass the Delegation members, most not:ceably Franldm,
i have expressed concern 0

P
; mallze their version- of the budgeL :
also said ashe expecls ‘the bud

D-Newport, sald he found'the mot

nmg out i
Rep. Bev Rodeschm, R-Newport, recommended the

convention acc_;ep COUllty comrmssloners pl‘OpOSBd

rundown of 1he money the county Lias speat.so far this
year. Bath ceunty bookkeeper Dodi Violette and
County Manager Ed Gil de Rubio regponded: 10
Franklin, but the delegation chairman was:no) ;

“T want 10 know exactly where the money ]
going,” he said. “Bxactiy.” g :

Rodeschm remmded Frankhn more ih

for the purpo'., of wor}qng on the upc v
year's budget -rather than for membe
answers  abotit “final
been‘made: ' ;

Attendance - at delegauon meetmgs ha
_the ire of Frankhn n recent months ai"tm

that the- EF C had ‘been unable to fmd, a quoru
anid work en the budgét;

Commissioner Ben Nelson wanted to spea several
times during the meeting,- havmg his hand raised in the
“air for long periods of tifhe, but Frankiin refused 1o
acknowledge him. :
" The delégation continuedto discuss malters 1elaunﬂ
to the budgeét-while Nelson's hand was raisgd,; tiespnc
Franklin being openly informed by fellow de. '
Nelson’s desire to speak.
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