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upgrades, but the fact is that now
is not the time.”

After his statement, Goff
encouraged his fellow councilors
to attend various upcoming
county related meetings, includ-
ing an Executive Finance
Committee meeting of the
Sullivan County delegation at 10
a.m, June 15 in Newport, and a
meeting of the county commis-
sioners June 17 in Newport.

There was also significant dis-
cussion at Wednesday night’s
meeting concerning the approval
of a barn preservation easement
for Claremont resident Clay
Hawkins.

“I supported it my first year on
the council, I supported it the fol-
lowing year, I supported . it last
year, and I support it this year”
said Cutts.

But city assessor Ed Tinker
had other suggestions, mainly
that such an exemption would
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added. “But I ‘doni :
would be gopdg.for the p_lty,

because there’s no assistance
from the state for it, and consid-
ering the economic situation
now, it’s just not the right time.
The shift in the tax burden
would be too much.” .

Tinker also had concerns that
$3.5 million worth of potentially
qualifying properties under:the
exemption, could'mean a ‘flurry
of applications if the council were
to grant the Hawkins exemption.

But Goff wasn’t buying what
Tinker was selling, saying “I'm a
little concerned that you're try-
ing to discourage the council
from. approving an exemption
that’s available to our residents.
Is it that you're just not prepared
to do any extra work that might
be involved?”

Tinker denied Goff’s implica-
tions, saying he was only looking
out for the taxpayers and that he
had serious concerns about the
cost of administering the exemp-
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Councﬂors Toby Batchelder
Kyle ‘Messier, Keith Raymond,
and Assistant Mayor Andy
Austin all voiced similar con-

cerns, while Ward II Councilor
Paul LaCasse said “this barn
(the Hawking’ barn) in particular
is rare and. I hate to see these old
barns being torn down.” !
Cutts, LaCasse, and Goff
voted in favor of granting the
exemption, but the motion failed.
Also from Wednesday mght’
meeting, the couneil’ approved
amending the non-union employ-
ee classification plan, with
LaCasse representing the only

nay vote;
Jim Feleen .of the New
Community Center for

Claremont Inc. gave an update to
the council about the group’s
progress, including the upcoming

launch of a Web site, as well as

having assembled a team of two
architectural firms and an engi-
neering firm.

Mayor Deb Cutts started the
meeting by asking for a moment
of silence to remember 16-year-
old Karl Collise, a’ Clarémonit”
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