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County plans

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer

Bullivan County is confinuing to
develop a plan to protect its resi-
derits im case of a public hiealth
emergency such ag a fiu pandemic.

The Greatér Sullivan County
All Health Hazerd Region con-
ducted a three-hour tabletop dis-
—t . L cus_sion _reeent-
m SUNHPEE Iy in Sunapee

. where it.¢ontin-
ued to work o, a plan started
almost two years ago.

“We're working strongly to be in
a prepared mode” Sullivan
County Manager £d Git de Rubio
said. “We have a solid plan and
within - the next four or five
months we will finglize the plan.”

The main body of the plan .is
divided into four areas:operations,
prepared.ness 1esponse and. TeCoy-
ery.

The opeérations ‘section describes
the roles and responsibilities af
the loedl emergency operations
center while the other three sec-
tions provide general activities for

or crlses m

public health eveénts.
“We're way ahead of where we

. were last year at this time,” Gil de

Rubio said.
According to Gil de Rubic, the
group just received a $75,000

.grant for-2 public health ceordina-

tor with Steve Cpnningham of
Croydon appomted to that posi-
tion. .

The entire program is funded
thrgugh federal grants received by

‘the New Hampshire Department

of Heaalth and Human Services.

Of great concern is the possible
cutbreak of avian flu.

Awian flu, more commaniy
knpwn as the bhird flu, first
appeared i 1997 in I—‘Iong Kong
where it infected. both -chickens
and people. During the putbreak,
18 people were hospztahzed and
six died, g

The dlfference between the
Avian flu and the common season-
al flu is people have no mununity
to Avian flu and there is not a vac-
cine aviilable, ‘

See HEALTH - Page AB
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During the tabletop discussion, four scenarios .

were introduced ranging from a World Health
Organizatien alert to the possibility of the Avian
flu infecting a majority of the population in the
county.

“If sometlung happens, the conunittes mem—
bers can be notified of emergencies through the
use of Croydon’s reverse 911,” Gil de Rubio said.

Representatives from schools, businesses, hos-
pitals and police and fire departments are
involved with the group.

—— i ———

The 15 municipalities participating ‘in the
county’s all health hazard region are-Aeworth,
Charlesiown, Claremont, Croyden, Goshen,
Langdon, Lempster, New London, Newbury,
Newport, Springfield, Sunapee, Sutton, Unity
and Wilmot.

For more information about the program visit
www.steelpen.com/sullivancounty.

Aaron Aldridge can be reached ot (800)
545-0347 ext. 139, or by e mcul at
aaldndge@eaglenmes com.



