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How much as thedeﬁcrt"

% I Thursday, the audltors Who prepared the audlt for the-
¥ Sullivan - County : government . .publicly “stated . that for
"/ 2008 “the general: fund,.the chief operating.fund, had a
deﬁcﬂ: of $3.9 million, up from: $3.2 million the year-before”. ..

‘Thoese:were the: Words of-EFrank Byron.of the auditing: ﬁrm
Melanson Heath, who.made the comment in response to-a
direct questlon from county sherlff Mlke Prozzo about the 51ze-
of the deficit. .

S1mple' mat vtells one that the dlfference between the two-
ﬁgures isuin:the: $7OO 000 range; $658,000 to be more precise.

::The Eagle Times,:and: others, reported that number :when:the
'draft report.of: the: audit was made public in‘late September

+:Shortlyafter the story ‘appeared county commissioners Ethel
“~Jarvis, Jeff Barrette and Ben Nelson:rebuked the Ezgle Times and
“its Teporter; claiming our page. L'article on Sept.-25:was m.lsleadmg
and inaccurate” and that the- “Eagle: Times ‘had ‘grossly.misrepre-
sented to its‘readersithe: finanéial condition of Sullivan: County?” .

“According itethe "Oct. 7 letter from ‘commissioners Jarvis,
Barrette and’ Nelson, sthevactiial deficitds'$104; 000. The-com-
missioners: Went on:'to’ ‘explain:how: govermnent accountmg 18«
complicated  and: ‘the” annual audit “contairis "an enormous
amount - of data Wthh is. presented in multiple ways.”

“Don’titake our word for:it,” they contmued inviting the pub-
! : enZByron itold.
Prozzo the deﬁmt had risen to $3 9 mﬂhon ‘the commissioners
did not rise to admonish him for g‘rossly mlsrepresentmg” the
county S ﬁnanmal ccondition:big oy Cia S

-+One'thing we will say;’ ‘the: scommissioners are correct dn that gov-

ernmental accountmg ist comphcated Infact, it:is:so comphcated
the averagé:taxpayerccanmotainderstand:it. But the commissioner
should'not use those comple}ntles as-a:shield -tostry: to-hide the
deficit: The - ‘comrnissioners: may.moturealize that:the:county is-
swun:mmg inwred ik, but taxpayers do..And when tax-bills: begin
appearing in the mail next month, they will see their county- taxes
gomg up ‘about 25 percent oniaverage:to-cover the shortfall. .
i Thescourity’s deficit: problems go:back several years and are
usuallytraced:to: the mnursing:home::When the:nursing home's
populatmn is: ne' or:at its capac1ty of 156 beds then there is
enough:income:to:cover éxperses.. :

But when thatpopulation falls, llke 1t has now to below 130
beds;irevenues: declme but many of the ﬁxed ‘costs- don’t;which
leadstothe:deficit::

' Wewilliagree it:isia: comphcated process trying to-figure out .
all.of'the irevenue ‘sources -and maintain quahty care -while
keeping track:of: expenses;: :but:when there is a -deficit, there.is
a deficit and the:commissioners should know.better.than- one,
toblame the messenger-and two; try to persuade taxpayers that
complicated accounting means it:is.really less-than it is.




