Fire truck being sold on eBay to benefit nursmg-_home

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer

An old red fire truck that was
once the pride of the now
defunct Sullivan County Fire
Department will now be sold at
auction to benefit the residents
of Bullivan County Health Care.

The 1949 American LaFrance

. fire truck has not

g Unity been used for sev-
eral years, so Ann

LaBelle, president of the
Friends of Activities

Association, thought it would be
a good idea to sell the truck on
eBay and use the proceeds to
benefit the elderly residents.

“We would like to purchase a
-new bus s0 we can take the res-
idents shopping, en a $rip to the
beach or to the opera house for
a show,” LaBelle said. “I would
love to take 20 residents at a
time.”

The facility now uses a five

for =
Sullivan County Health Care’

Py a

passenger ‘vehicle for trans-
portation but LaBelle said it is
mostly used to take residents to
appointments,

The ununsed, dust covered
truck now sits in a barn sur-
rounded by weeds, cobwebs and
old unserviceable equipment
from the nursing home. It was
last used hy the county about
ten years ago, but is still report-
edly in running condition.

.LaBelle asked the county
commisgioners if they were will-
ing to part with: the tmck and
they agreed Tnesday to sell the
fruck to the non-profit associa-
for one dollar.

: great idea,”
Commissioner Jeff Barrette
sajd about using the money

Jfrom the sale of the trugk. “T

kgpe they get tons for it.”
LaBelle estimates the truck

is worth between $5,000 and

$7 008,
#We'll need to get a real good
estimate before we post it on

n the process of selling a 1949 fire truck cn eBay that was f:':urmerly
used by the now dé”fun Sullivan County Fire Department. The funds raised from the sales will go to
pﬂrchésing a bus to transport residents of the center to various events. See page A5 for the story.

eBay,” LaBelle said. “That
should be in about two weeks.”
Nobody is quite sure about

the history of the truck, but it"

may have been & donation from
the Claremont Fire Department
and used afthe nursing home.

Fire departments from Unity. b

and Claremont now respond to
emergencies at the  nursing
home.

The association was the brain
child of LaBelie and she mod-
eled it after the Friends of
Maplewood in Cheshire County.

“T think it enhances the qual-

ity of life for the remdents
LaBelle said.

In additien to the Hew van
she hopes to purchase, LaBelle
said she is doing other.fundrais-
ersto purchase new outdoor fur-
niture.

“We have a penny drive with
cans set up in each depart-
ment,” LaBelle said. “It’s a fun
challenge.”

“T.aBelle is also selling raffle
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tickets for i
alsp encouraging people to jein
the associabi -

“I¥'s only a ome dollar mem-
bership {ee,” LaBelle said,
AII of the money raised by the
R4 e

said. “We raisé money for the
residents, but we arve not part of
the county? -

As for the fire truck LaBelle
said she wonld lilre tn see dpogel]

for a high price.

*We want t0 get the most for
our money”

/Anyone interestéd in joining
the -association or participating
in fundrmsmg may -eontdet
LaBelle at (603) 542- 9511 ext.
220, or (608) 542-6147.

reached at (800) 545-0 7ext
138, or by e-mail  at
aaidndge@eaglehmes com.

Vintage fire truck for sale
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