Conflict
in the
county

DlS-COl‘d over finances;
somie say it’s politics

By MATTHEW McCORMICK
Staﬂ' Wnter

The county delegation on Friday approved the
final “1ece of paperwork needed for the state (o

i o
ﬂ Newport Newp'

dates said they Would mal 5.8 pnﬂmty o .memi
‘next year, i
o “When we're at loggerheads not’ much gets
dong;” said. Pranklin, whu is vying for one ] three
District 2 House seats. :
During Friday’s delegation meetmg, Franklin
. joined Rep. Laxry Cenverse, D-Claremont, who is
seekmg ane pf* -five District 4-E[ouse seats, il vot-
, ing a.gamst the approval mmutes fm 1€
meeting two ‘weeks ago in whieh the delegation
ratified a revised MS-42 budget form.

The apprﬂval which passed 7-2,was part of the

packet. of forms the state Department of Revenue
Administration requires to set county tax rates.
The DRA. must have completed paperwork' from
the counw, mumnicipalities and schools before it
wl]l set rates for any of those entitics, -
: Desplte the potential to hold up those rates,
Converse and Pranklinesaid they voted -against
approving the minutes because they still had
questions about the MS—42 form the cnunty filed
with the DRA.

At the DRA’s behest, caunty accountants in late
September revised the fiscal blueprint the dele-
gation originally approved-in.July to remove $1.2
million in transfers between county agenciss that
had been listed as revenues.

- #dontthink wehad agood-explanation-of why
the M8-42 was not right,” Converse said Friday.
“There was definitely something wrong with the
MB3-42 if we had to move all those figures
arpund.”

Franklin raised similar concerns earlier in the
morning at the county cominissiopers meeting,
when the commissioners held an’ exit interview
for fiscal 2005-2006 witli ‘county avditor Sheryl
Burke of the Nashua-based firm Melanson Heath
& Co,
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After the mtervmvs.vF durmg
which

Burke 'confirmed’ that
county finances were in order,
and in fairly good shape with a
more than $300,000 fimd bal-
ance, the commissioners opened
the meeting for questions from
the county delegates.

Franklin dominated that por-
tion of the meeting, posing a
series of detailed questions, such
as aslkdng auditors to reconcile a
line item from a. draft May
monthly report with the same
line item in the final versipn of

“the report.

Franklin's questioning was cut
short several times by Clarke’s
gavel, The chairman chided
Franklin for repeating material
covered in pther meetmgs and for
what he said were attacks on
Burke’s capabilities.

“We're here to answer ques-
tions,” Clarke said. “T'm not going

to subject these people. to.you-

questlomng their professmnal
opinipn.”
~“Shie has gone through this and
gone through this” he added.
“And if you don-’t?ijke:the answer
you get, you ask again”
Clarke also. claghed .with

Franklin over where ithe repre-
sentative would ask]ns questmn =

Franklin said it was his under-
standing that the auditor would

be on hand at the delegation
but; Clarke said thaf -
hired by . the""‘

meeting,

1IAPPI '
“The aud1tor works for: the
comm:ssmuers, he sa.ld. “You're

Such con:fuswn over juhsdlc—

»tlonal boundanes Clarke smd in

the crux of ‘the dlstmst and ani-

mosity that has crept into the

"The num'ber one priority is to

rimprove. that. relatmnshap and

commissionérs and delegatmn
understanding what their role i 1s,
‘he said. “Where do- the sragponsi-
‘com-

missioners stop and where- does
the delegation’s respons1b1hty
and authority begin? :

In general, Clatke said he del-
egation’s yole is limited to over-
sight and approval of a county
budget while the commissioners
are responsible for policy making
and administration of the coun-
ty’s day-to-day affairs.

Several delegates, including
Beverly Rodeschm, R-Newport,
and Joe Oigood, R+«Claremont, as
well as House hopefils I-Ienry
Rodeschin and Gordon Flint, both

ghould be

. Repubhcans, said that; Lhe ﬁ'lctlon

between the commissioners and
delegates came from several of
their eolleagues érossmg those
lines. _

“We approve a budget, we give
them approprlatmns and the
commissioners are.those that are

to make surg those funds are .
: Lles,” Balyeat said.

spent correctly and properly;” said
Beverly Rodeschin, who is run-
ning for a District 2 House sest.
“We do no‘L micromanage, that’s
not id our purview. In my humble
opinion, some of my present dele-
‘gation members are doing that.”
Such -interference in county

affairs” might be more under-

standable il Sullivan County
were in dire straits, Rep. doe

Dsgood, ReClaremont, said, But

he said that is not the case,
“In my estimation, if things are
going smoothly, our oversight

shonld be an eagy job” -said
Osgond, who is seeking '@ Distriet
. 4 Honse seat. “Other than the

friction’ ‘being « qused g0 a’-p@uple
of the delegates; things are going
smoothly The cuunty home 1is

,_runmngm the bla

But Deitioeratic cand1date for
comm.15510ner Jeff Barrette of
»Claremont ‘said that the commis-
siopers alsp.are at fanlt. While the
deleganon may have no real
authority over county policy, they
kept - ‘adegquately
i‘east of unportant dECLSIOIlS he

. think that if the cominission-

‘ers as:a co]lectwe g'roup have an

opinion that differs from the dele-
gation and it is in the end the
decision of the commissioners,
they rieed: to' be proactive in
explaining why they have the
feehngs they have,”Bairefte saifl,
Tom_: Donevan B-

Claremont agreed adding that
the commissioners’ failure to take

to it,” said
Donevan, who is running for-a
District 4 wseat. “That was the
begmnmg ~-0f the breakdown of

financial’ questions’ wmﬂd be a ¢

first step toward bringing the del-

egation and hoard of commission- _‘ :

ers closer together.

Democrat Sue Gﬂttling of *

Sunapee, who is vying for the
town’s.ohe Hotise seat, suggested
that the answer might be ma]nng
budget forms clearer.

“Clantar is absolu’oely essen-
" ghe said. “Then’ peopIe can'f
have a dJscussmn. N )
But  Gottling’s - opponent,
Republican Charles Balyeat of
‘Bunapee, gaid that it s likely
more than confusion that'is dnv~
ing the two hoards apart, . .
“T thirk it a lot of: personah

There may be" soﬁxe trutLh m
that, said delegation chairman

~and state Rep. Johir ‘Cloutier, D-
“Claremont. With important issues
‘puch as the management of ‘the
scounty nursing home on the table,

he said strong feelings sometimes
Arump civility at mestings.
“It’s too bad it’s become person-
alty acrimonious,” Cloutier said.
That element needs to be
replaced with conerete ideas,
county -commuissioner -candidate

“Robert; Beaudry of Charlestnvm

said; -

“Brmg me some‘dnng else that
has been tested and works and I
certainly will lend my ear toit,” he
said. “But just telling me you do,u’t
want, them (Genesis) and not Why
you dont want them (is not help-
ﬁﬂ) n

District 4 candidate Elien
Nielsen, a  Demacrat  from
Claremiont, -pombed the ﬁnger at
the inability to simply get along,

“Part:of the, problem is partisan
pohtlcs,” Nielsen ‘said. “It's terapt-
ing to say that we should just elect
Democrats, but the reality is that
at the county level, intensely par-
tisan politics is a shuoxury that
SBullivan ‘County cannot afford.
Despite their different opinions
-about the merits of privatizatien
of public services, the commission-
ers and the delegatnon need to

Jeam to work togethér in a bipar-

tisan: way to provide excellent
Beryices without wasting tax dol-
Tars:T think the county might save
money in-the long run by hiring a
neutral ouiside facilitator/media-
tor who is skilied at working with
organizations in conflict”

In the shert term, Cloutier said
that the splution to the commmis-
sioners-delegation rift lies with
the votérs, who in November will
have the opportunity to elect
members of both entities.

But whoever ends up winning
ests, Cloutier said that
inil Wslll not end -conflict
the tvwo boards Tt will be
delegates and com-
stt down inJanuary,
gnevances, set Some
iles: snd find 2 way to
' in the ﬁlture, he

“It’s two' dzﬁ'erem branches of
governineitt and like all branches
of governiient, you're not going to
always see eye-to-eye. That’s

-mewtable " he said.



