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Outlook less bleak than
thought for county finances

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer
The  Sullivan  County

Treasurer made & multimil-
lion. dollar mistake in her cal-

eculations
ﬂ Newport

for the

amount of
money the county will need to
borrow to stay selvent, but
that error, now corrected,
makes the picture of county
finances look less bleak.
© Sullivan County Treasurer
Cynthia Sweeney predicted at
the Dec. 18 commissioner’s
meeting the county. wolzld
need to borrow $8.5 million to
finance the -county through
June 2008. .

“The $8.5 million that we
will be short will happen in
December 2008, not in June,”
Sweeney said. “In my remarks
at the meeting I made a horri-
ble mistake.”

Sweeney said that in her
haste to make the caleula-
tions, she multiplied the num-
ber of payrolls made by the
county by 26, or half a year
She said that since county

employees are only paid every
two weeks, she should hawe
multiplied the number by 13,

“This is not to suggest that
we can ease up on the saving
nature. of our budget,”
Sweeney said. “We munst he
vigilant abount how we spend
our tax dollars.”
© The county audit.for fiseal
2007 was recently finalized
stating the county had -an
overall deficit of $2.2 million.
The epmmissioners approved
to attach it to the fiscal 2009
budget,-

Frank Byroa from the

auditing firm Melanson and
Heath told the commission he
predicts the county will have a
defieit in the .current fiscal
yeay, but -he was not specific
on the amount.
. The commissioners have
recently taken steps to reduce
spending by freezing about
$800,000 in funds. The mave
must still be approved by the
executive finance committee.

Aaron Aldridge can be
reached af (800) 545-0847
ext. 139, or by e-mail .af
galdridge@eagletimes.com.



