Delegation’s

support of
commission
indecisive

Tables nonbinding resolution
on nursing home, jail takeover

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer

Delegation, member John
Cloutier, D-Claremont, pro-
posed a nonbinding resolu-
tion {o support the recent

move - by

‘ Newport the coun- -

¢oIm-
mission that' took ovei'i" the
mansgement of the nurs-
ing home and jail, but the

miotion ‘was tabled leavmg-
the: delegation’s suppmt in -

guegtion,

M want fo encouiage‘:_-
them t6 cofitinue dmng the:
"good things they've’ done:
" mian  Peter. Frarklin, D-
-New'port gaid hia Waﬂted to

over the past few weeks,”

Cloutier said during - the

Monday morning meeting.

County Manager Ed Gil.
de Rubio handed in his res-

1gnat10n Dee. '3 and {lié
commission appointed
facilities ~director Greg
Chanis interimi c¢ounty
manager, but. took away

from the position theé

respongibility of {he nurs-

ing home and jail.

“When the commission-
ers do something right T
think we need to show our
support,” Cloutier said. “I
believe they are on the
right track in turning the
county around.”

Cloutiei’s 1esalutmn Wwas
dlSClleGd for half dn hour
with "amajority of deéle-

- gates v6icing their supporl.

befors i was tabled,
T think ity well within

‘the realm of approving the

vesplution,” Ray Gagncn,
D-Clatemont, said.

“The meeting began \’Vlth—‘

ont-an agenda and chair-

diseuss the financial statis

'.of the county 4nd the loom-
“ing: defieft for i.he puirent

fiscal year,

Franklin said the dele-
gation, and the commission
are workiilg to reduce what

could potentially be a

multi-million dotlar déficit.
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' “Both: of us” are working to
minimize. the debt 'we will have
at the end &f: Lhe ﬁscal year’
Frankli said.

At the end of ﬁscal yea1 5007

the county had & $2.2 million
“deficit which the commission

voted 1o attach to the 2009 budg-
ot - .

The county this year has bor-
" rowed alrhost §7 million in antic-

ipation of $10:3 millioh in fax
morney it will receive on Dec, 17:

© “Pliat will leave us $3 million
more or léss to lagt us until July
1 which puts us in a precarious

. position,” Franklin said. “We W111

be delit free and broke”
Matthew Houde, I-Plainfield,
told the delegation there arg otily

two ways to fix the financial

. problems. of thie county,

- “There it taxation or cuttlng

| costs;” Houde said,

But Franklin, suggesied that

in -addition to the potential
. $800 000,in funhds ths commis-

sioners have proposed to freeze,
niore money could be recovered
from what he claimed was over-
spent on grant agencies and
overpaid to Geriesis, a consulting
firm previously used by the coun-
in A

“That money I believe should

be recovered,” Franklin said.

“THat's two sources of funds:
Maybe some $200,000 to
$300,000 in funds.”

Ellen Nielsen, D-Claremont,

quéstioned if the move to recoup
“those funds world require a trip

to court.
“Do you think it would require
litigation?” Nielsen  asked

TFranklin.

# think it would require ask-

-ing first,” Franklin responded.

- Jay Plu.mzv, D-Acworth, asked
Franklin for some type of docu-

metitation thal showed the over-
expenditutes on grast funds and
to Genesis,

“T would like to see that in
soirie kind of legible format,”
Phinizy said.

Franklin said he and Sue
Gottling, D- Sunapee, have been
looking 4t thie problem together

“I don’t understand what’s
happeninhg,” Gottling said. “For

" mé this i an education.”

Phinizy  suggested  that
Franklin form a commitiee fo
logk it the possible over-expen-
ditures and Franklin appointed
himself and Gotiling as sole
niembers of the new comimittee.

‘The tiext delegation meeting
wes not scheduled and was lefi

4o the discretion of the chair.

Aaron Aldridge can be
reached at (800) 545-0347 ext.
139, or by email af
aaldridge@eagletinies.com.



