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State reps. take charge in county

Commissioners will need delegation
approval for budget line transfers

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer _

The county acomniié-sinn’s POWErS _ﬁvere limited by _1':119,
‘ Sullivan County Delegation when it approved a new policy lim-

iting the amommt

] ‘Newpo

“A pumber of copnties are doing -theSE‘th-i;i}gs routinely,” Rep. !
iy o aid gfter submitting two resolutions _
iy amended into a single poliey. . " ..
ts the commission from:
v without the 'fmancg

Bue Gottling; D: Bunapes;s
that were eventus 1 £

The second part of the pelicy restric
creating any new positions in the count _

-+ gounty convention.

of money that can be ‘transfer-red,withi:_l thc
buidget without, getting -pr_io:: -approval from
rt the executive finange committee or the full

__ RE PS ?.ROM. ?A{;?ilE A |

committee’s or the convention’s

approval, . - S

¥ don’t-like this second reso-
Tution,” said Rep. Jay Phinizy,
D-Acworth, “I “think we're

treading on prettythin ice. This
is @ relatively menumental pol- -

iCjY-” S :

“Rep. Brenda ~Ferland, I-

Charlestown, the executive

finahce committee chairwoman,
opposad:the new poliey during

Mpnday’s meeting.

“You. guys want to mierg-

manage- every. dime they want
to move,” Ferland said.

In response, Rep. Peter
Franklin, D-Newport; delega-
tion chairman .and executive

finande  commities - member -
made = reference to the $2:2.

million defieit-from fiseal 2006-

#Loold -what happens *when
we don’t” Franklin said;

The nevr policy states that all
fands within the ‘budget sliall
be' noenirafsferable -without
prior ‘approval with the excep-
tion that the commissioners are
authorized %o transfer funds
within' a -department from one
line item to anpther in an

*hefore “a* vote -was -made;
.added ‘she did not-oppose the

amonnt not to exceed $5,000,
JAdditionally, each ‘transfer

below $5,000 must be reported
10 the finance .committee in

writing within one week, ‘t¢

include the transfer’s purpose,”

and may not gecur more -than

one  time . without ~prior
approval. - S
Commissioner Ethel . Jarvis

was the oniy comumission mem-
ber at the meeting, She sajd she

would like the other commis- .

sioriers ‘to see the mew policy
“huat

measure.

“For myself; it doesn’t bother -
e Jarvis gaid o o

- A roll ¢all vote was taken

with Phinizy, Farland and Rep. -
-that ‘his position.:as delegation

Carla Skinder, D-Cornish, vot-

4ngno. The seven delegates who -
“approved 'the' ineasure were

Pranklin, Gotiling, Rep. John .
Cloutier,  D-Clarement, Rep.

Ellen Nielsen,; D-Claremont,
Rep. Arthur Jillette, D-Goghe,
Rep. - Toia' Donovam, D-
Clarémont, and Rep. Larry
Converse, D:Clargmont. '

Near-the end of the meeting
Donovan made a motion to

' gaid.

meke the finance com'n_ii_ttée. a

commiittee of the whele, which

would include all 13 delsgation
"members. I
.- Ferland opposed the meastire
telling the delegates that she

had ‘a difficult time getting a

gquorum when only the finance
“gommittee ' membeis

! were
scheduled to meet, '

*T dort see this working,” .
Ferland said.

Ferland alsc addressed
Franklin, - accusing him of
attempting toremove her fom
her position as chair of the
finance committee.

“I think what you're trying to
do.is eliminate .me;” Ferland
Franklin tesponded stating
chairinan would not automati-
cally make finance committe
chairman, - :

After further discussion, the
motion was eventually tabled
until the next delegation mees-
ing. ‘

Aaron Aldridge can be

- regched at {(800) 545-0347

ext, 139, or by e-mail at
aaldridge@eagletimes.cont.



