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Asa Way to poss1b1y curb hlgh ~

property tax bills, there will bea’

* public discussion on ‘the idea of
implementing ‘a cap on ‘the !

amou.nt tobe raised in taxes each
yearin Claremont.

School,. city and county ofﬁ-
e1als, -gtate representatives,
Senator Bob Ode]l ‘have been

T invited. to

Té Cﬁaremoht ‘discuss, the
cap on’

'Fhursday .
The:cap was. first woposea by
City Manager.-Guy -Santagate

during the Dec 10 city councﬂ

meeting.. .
Thls stems from people Tve
talked to that have a large real

estate tax bl]l ” 'said Santacrate'

“And.this isn’t just in Claremont.

It’s.all over New Hampshire.and .

the country. Thls 15 just a real dif-
ficult economy ,
The cap'is being: proposed to

help alleviate the strain that

' property tax is the worst ki
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Public invited to hear Santagate’s ide

" comes from property taxes,
+ Santagate'said:

“TPye rgaid- for a wh:i that a
-of
tax)” said Santagate “It’s the only
broadibased’ ‘tax: that New

'-Hampsh]re ‘has, and I .think the
" time has comeito have an open

discussion about pu‘ctmcy a cap on

spendmg

Santagate - saud that 11: is
unportant for the schocls, the
county, and the city to have a dis-

cussion, even. if nothlncr ‘comes
Fromiit.”

“This is ‘one Way to look for
rélief Welll have allthree: entities
that: aceount ‘for the ‘tax .rate
toorether for an Honest -discus-
sion,”said Santagate “Ttwon't be

“to pressure amyone or: point the -
“finger; but to talk: about the poss:t—' .
bility of a cap.

“If i makes sense, well pro-

.ceed,if not, at least we had tne
~ discussion,” he said.

“The county commissioners
and state renresen’satlves the

“us”
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school board, and the c1ty council’
will all have a chance to voice:
their opinions. The council hasn’t:
actually had a chance to ‘talk’
about the cap.” said Santagate ;-
“And we want public input. We'ré -

‘reaching out and looking for the

Dubncs input on this.. That’s.

very valuable mforrnatlon lor

£

Santagate said that a two and

a half percent cap was not

mtendeq to be the final number,

and if the cap.is enacted that the .
. ‘1umb°1 could change.

“The two .and a. half percent

. eomes from the \,OIIS'LlIIleI’ pI'lCe

g8

index land it reﬂects ‘the
(increase 'in “the) ‘cost of hvmg,”

that number could change.” -
Santagate said that: +he meet-

mg 1§ just the first step, and that

no-action‘would be taken.

““This‘isjust the first'of maybe

many qther wdiscussions” said:
Santagate “This'is“a-¢hance to

- see how a cap could work andto

see 'if 'it’s: something that ‘asia’
commumty we Would Want to
pursue’” ©

- Maura " Carroll vvho is “an
.attorney with the Municipal

) Santagate ' “The - ilabor
unions dlso ‘usé that figiire, but

Assomanon of New Hampshlre
will . be moderatmg ‘the. chscus-
sion. ... .

‘T begm W’luh a very bnef dis-
cussion on a very. complex mat-
ter descrlbmg how (the .cap)
would work,” said Santagate.’

The meetmg has.been. moved
t6 Stevens High. School from the
Goodrich Room .at Sugar River
Valley . Regional - Technical
Ceriter, to..accommodate. more
people. The meeting will be held

in the Stevens ‘High School
Auditorium, beommng at 6:30

pan., and the public is encour-
aged to attend.



